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Viat Chief, 0fPiece of M:rohant Maxire Safety

EubJ: YMarine Board of davestignilon; disappesranes of ¢
vourel SUSAN off Atlantic Coset of United States with seven
Peraons ox boayd

i._ The wo%or waasel SUSAN, eonverted fiom mn 3-f% Coast Guaxd wveu.-
g5l for cozmercisl fishing purpodes, departed frouw Wildwood, MNew
sursey, cn 5 Decomboxr 1953 for fishing rotivities. The veather con-
c¢ltions during the ensuing five days voye stormy but not severs., (a
1S December 1953 the SUSAN was roported to the Coast Guaxd s8 overcue
e & therough soarch for the veoeel hap doen meds with mogative re-
ealts. JIb would eppesr that the fishing vessel BUSAN bas beer losi
e, 88a while engaged in fishing uctiviiios amd that all seven crew
soubers on board have perished. The caugse for the vessol's disappcay.-
8208 cannol be aseertalined. C

2. Parsuant to the provisions of Title 46 CFR Part 136, the reeord cf
the Merine Board of Investigation converad to investigats sabject
casualty, together with ita Fimdings of Fact, Opinions exd Recomsmoida-
tions, hes besn roviewed and s fopwarded herewith.

BEMARKS

3. A vevicw of the raeord of lLiweetigstion of sudbject castally 1lndii-
cates thot the Board has vhduecesafully vxplored posaidble festures
ol the cuss which might saplain oy socount for the SUSAN Ys disappeurencs.
tistever, 1% would have been helpful i the Boerd hed inolndsd sm its
woport thowe pertivent facts which were lsavnsd during the investigation,
&0l which described such detells a8 type of 1ifeboat = whare and how
cixrled, espentinls of conversion, repaires to the vosnel, sress fished
in, and ths experiencee of former cwev nembers respecting the veas:lls
porformeneo,
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Foruexdad, reswuwmiing approval.

(signed) H. C, Shepheard
3, ¢. SHEPHEARD

APFROVED: 26 FEB 1954

(signsd) A. C. Richmond

A. C. RICHHOHD
Rear Admiral, U. S. Coast Cuard
Acting Commandaat
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THS COMAAVDANT, UWITED STATES COAST GUARD

To imuire into the disappearsnce of
the Fishing Vosssl SUSAN off the Atlantis
Coast of the Uaited States with seven per-
sons on board.
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B, Toe vassel was equipred uith sediootzlipadine,. lowen, Inilgmatan,
end wagnatie compard. It wes also eguipped with g lifehont, & 1ifa
roft, nnd Lile . pressuvens, Bufileiont Go accommadate the entims arou.
5. The vessel had mads spproxivatsly tvenvy-rive fteips ss & fishlag
. wawsel sinos belng converted.

7. Tus weather conddiicps betuscn § Dremaioy, 1953, when the vessel do-
- parted Wildwood, Few Jersey, aad 10 D:cewber, 1933, between whieh daten
dwe sltorns ooourred, wers as followd.

2. 5 Decomber, 1953 ~ civer skiss, good viaibiliiy, suriacs
~ winde west to rorthwert 15 to 20 knots; '

b. 6 Degember, 1953 - visibility good 10 to 15 miles; light
voriehles winds SE to § 10 to 15 kmots, increasing bo 20 o
25 knots by 1930 bours. Small erafl wernings were poated,
Bloek Xsland to Hatteras;

e. 7 Dacorber, 1953 - wind KW 20 to 25 knots, raln amd
fog with fair to poor visibnility, seas building to an
average of 7 fest; -

&. 8 Deconber, 1953 - wind W to SW 15 knotas

@. 10 December, 1553 - wind 8 to SW 25 to 30 knots, shift-
" ing bo EM 30 to 35 knobs, storm warnings posted. Seas
- building to an average of 9 feet,

8. On /4 Docember, 1952, the meotor of tha SUSAN, ir. Norman Josefsom,
notified the ouner, Mr. Wood, by telephone that the vemsel wes in
Wildvood, Few Jersey; that they had entured that vort beesuss of rough
weuther, also to meke somo minor sngine repairs, He alsaq sdvised .
Hood that ths vessel weuld depart Wildwood, Few Jersey on 5 December,
1953, to resums fishing meotivities. BSincs that date, Mr. Wood has hed
no word from any of the crew merbers, nor hes he seen the vezesl.

G. A% 31550, 19 December, 1953, the Grevp Coumander, Cape Mey, advised
the Commarnder, Third Coast Guard Distriet, by diepatch, that o Mp. Peter
Tollszen had advised that offics that the fishing vesgel SUSAR was at
least four days overdus, Alrcraft vere innediately dispatched by the
Comngndey, Third Coast Cuard Distriet, to meke & gsearch of the arca. 4
&11 ships off New Jarssy coast and Cape Hay area were notirisd by radio.
Brosgcasts were repeated every half howr. On 20 Pacanmber, 1953, the
Commsxder; Fastern Area, took over the vearch fyom the dfetrict and
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oriopcd eddisions). planes from the Tiret, Third, and Tifth Dlutriels

inba 18 cearch. AlL commereinl aipcsaft wore nobified, all Coast Cuard
shiyng poing ¢o or coming ifron 3tatlon were alerted; alsoy ope plans wag
dlepatehed by the U. 8, Alr Joree., This veavel coverad ah srea of
apporimately 200,000 squard miles, without rasults. WHumeroue commanica--
tioh chaoks wore also conducied by the Firet, Third, and Fifth Districis
with nagetviva raesults. This {ntensive seorc: was continued through 23
Dacsubar, 1953. Singe that date all surface veasels bave been kept
alerted by means of notice to mariners.
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- Oplipions -

1. Tiat the Coast Guayd exhausted elil reasopadle means avallable
in ite affoxrt to locste the wyszel.

2. Theb due to the varions changes which uers made when the weasel

was comvarted into a fishing boat, the veswel's stability mey have

baen affectec. However, in tha abtisnoe of any availabie aistor ship of
the pome constiuetion on which an inolinirg tost coold be mads, or
actusl msasurenent, weight of material, vt coters, that was eitbher added
to oy removed Trom the vessel at the tims of conversion, this opintion
woulé be purely conjecture,

3, it is, thevefore, the opinion of this Board thad the fishing vempal
SUSAK was lost at wea with al) hards aboard, and that the axsct couse
of the vessel's disappearande cannot be detormined,

#* % *
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